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But first, what is a legal wetland?

Kelly to enter mentimeter quiz



MITIGATION: 
HOW IT WORKS

Avoid 
Impacts

Minimize 
Impacts

Compensate 
for Impacts

Federal and state laws protect waters of the 
US and the Commonwealth

Impacts to waters (wetlands and streams) are 
regulated and must be permitted

Compensatory mitigation offsets the impacts 
to our lands and waters from development.

TNC is  NOT a regulatory agency



MITIGATION: HOW IT WORKS

ILF – funds and mitigation 

requirements from multiple projects 

pooled together and used to 

implement larger, significant projects.

Mitigation bank 

In-lieu fee programs

Permittee responsible



Local land trusts
Landowners
Federal agencies
Local government



MITIGATION 
STRATEGIES

Mitigation helps protect our lands and waters from the 
impacts of development.

Mitigation accounts for one of the largest funding 
sources for conservation in the U.S. 

As a leader in mitigation, TNC is uniquely positioned to 
work with partners to strengthen mitigation policies 
and programs to improve conservation outcomes.
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In Resilient Places



Focus on Restoration

SWMP works to bring back wetland conditions. In addition to land protection, it is a source of funding for 
restoration.



What needs restoration?



30 YEARS OF
CONSERVATION





OUR CONSERVATION IMPA

including 10,00022,000 Acres
acres of parks and other public land

150+ 
pursued statewide

Conservation projects

1500 Acres
of wetlands and buffers restored

In Virginia



OUR WORK WITH PARTNER

• Land trusts
• Cities and counties
• Parks departments
• Local interest
• Watershed groups
• Federal agencies
• State agencies



OUR WORK WITH PARTNER

• Local connection
• Existing protected lands
• Landowner support

Project Identification

• Landowner – subject to outside CE holder
• Completely funded management expenses

Land Acquisition

• Local presence
• Completely funded endowment
• Co-hold during initial accreditation phase

Easement Holder



Lexington
Charlottesville

Abingdon Virginia Beach

Arlington
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Virginia Stream and Wetland 
Mitigation Program

We work  with  landowners,  Land trusts,  Cities and counties,  
Parks departments,  Educational Institutions,  Watershed 
groups, Federal agencies, State  agencies What is next?

Fee Purchase (35%)
Easement Purchase (19%)
TNC/Partner Lands (19%)
Credit Purchase (8%)
Easement Donation (7%)
Assist (6%)
Full Delivery (6%)



Working with Land Trusts at Bay View



Where is restoration needed?



Submit a project!

https://arcg.is/1qmvG43
Or at nature.org/SWMP

Wetlands
Stream
Both



QUESTIONS?

nature.org/SWMP
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